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To THE METHOD IST PREACHERS. 
Dear Brethren, 


| IN the year 1790, Meſſrs. Mather, Pawſon, 
| += Thompſon, Wood, Blair, and other Preachers, 
favoured me with their company at Leeds for a 
couple of days, being all in the neighbourhood. 
During this time we converſed freely together on 


the ſlate of our affairs, particularly on the beſt 
method of giving ſatisfaction to the truſtees of our 


ckapels. The reſult of our little debates on the 
laſt ſubject, I was requeſted by the whole company 
to draw up and publiſh, as ſoon as poſſible. This 
I ſoon afterwards complied with, when at Edin- 

 burgh. But the Tract had a very confined circu- 
lation, for fear our late venerable father in the 


_ goſpel Mr. Weſley, might apprehend that we en- 


. croached on his authority. Since the death of our 
honoured friend, I have been frequently importuned 
to reprint the treatiſe. It was ſpoken of in the laſt 
Conference : and it appeared to be the wiſh of the 
Conference, that a new edition of the Addreſs ſhould 


be publiſhed. T accordingly preſent it to the public; 
and am in good hopes, it may convince the truly can- 
did, that we have been always lovers of peace, and 


Have ever wiſhed to eſtabliſh a proper balance of 
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power in our connexion. Mie abbor deſpotiſm in all 


its forms, whether it appear in the Conference, 


among the truſtees, er among the people. A due 
method of guarding and meeting of intereſts muſt 
be the moſt pleaſing kind of government to all 
who are admirers of the Britiſh conſtitution ; moſt 
Suitable to the preſent ſlate of man; and conſe- 
quently moſt wy to preſerve the peace and union 
of the body. That we may not quarrel about non- 

eſſentials, whilft God is pouring down bis Spirit 


upon us in a manner far exceeding any thing known 


in the annals of Methodiſm; but, on the contrary 
meet each other in every poſſible way con/iſtent with 


à good conſcience, is the moſt cordial prayer of 


Your affectionate Brother, 


T. COKE, 


Liverpool, goth March, 1795. 


ADDRESS, &c. 


My DEarEsT BaETHREx, 


Tt has long been the grief of my mind, that any 


thing ſhould exiſt among us which gives much 
uneaſineſs to many of you, and will, if it be ſuffer- 
ed to continue among us, be a ground for perpe- 


tual diſſatisfaction, to the great hinderance of the 


work of God; I mean the power given to the Con- 
ference, by the preſent mode of ſettling our preach- 


ing-houſes. 


1 have opened my ſorrowful mind at large to ſe- 


veral of the moſt judicious of our preachers, men 

who have borne the heat and burden of the day; 
men of renown in our Iſrael; and they have with 
one voice adviſed me to lay before you this preſent 

plan of reconciliation. WEED 


For this purpoſe I ſhall, in the firſt place, relate 


| to you the ſeveral ſteps by which the general deed, 


which was enrolled in Chancery by_ our dear ho- 


noured father in the goſpel Mr. Weſley, was ſet on 


foot, and afterwards completed. I ſhall, ſecondly, 


preſent to you a copy of the general deed itſelf, with 
annotations. And, laſtly, I ſhall mention the grand 


objection which the moſt diſcerning among you have 
made to the preſent plan; and propoſe ſuch addi. 
tions to the preſent mode of ſettlement, as, I truſt, 


will give full ſatisfaction to every candid perſon. 
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Of the ſeveral fleps by which the general Deed was ſet 
on foot, and at laf? rompleted, 

N the Conference held in the year 1782, feveral 
4 complaints were made in reſpec to the danger 
in which we were ſituated, from the want of ſpe- 
cifying in diſtinct and legal terms what was meant 
by the term, The Conference of the people called 
Methodiſts.” Indeed the preachers ſeemed uni- 
verfally alarmed, and many expreſfed their fears that 
diviſions would take place among us after the death 
of Mr. Weſley on this account. And the whole 
body of preachers preſent ſeemed to wiſh, that ſome 
methods might be taken to remove this danger, 
which appeared to be pregnant with evils of the 
firſt magnitude. | „ 

In conſequence of this (the ſubject lying heavy 
on my mind) I defired Mr. Clulow of Chancery 
Lane, London, to draw up ſuch a caſe as I fnould 
judge ſufficient for the purpoſe, and then to preſent 
it to that very eminent counſellor Mr. Maddox, for 
his opinion. This was accordingly done; and Mr. 
Maddox informed us in his anſwer, that the deeds 
of our preaching-houſes were in the ſituation we 
dreaded; that the law would not recognize the Con- 
| ference in the ſtate in which it ſtood at that time; 
and, conſequently, that there was no central point 
which might preſerve the connexion from ſplitting 


into a thouſand pieces after the death of Mr. Wel- . 


iev. To prevent this he obſerved, that Mr. Weſley 
ſhould enrol a deed in Chancery, which deed ſhould. 
ſpecify the perſons by name who compoſed the Con- 
ference, together with the mode of ſucceſhon for 

Rk | Its 
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its perpetuity ; and, at the ſame time, ſuch regula- 
tions ſhould be eſtabliſhed by the deed, as Mr. Wei. 
ley would wiſh the Conference ſhould be governed 
by after his death. | | | 

This opinion of Mr. Maddox I read in the Con- 
ference held in th. ear 1783. The whole Confer- 
ence ſeemed grateful to me for procuring the op1- 
nion; and expreſſed their wiſhes that ſuch a deed 
might be drawn up, and executed by Mr. Welley, 
as ſhould agree with the advice of that great lawyer, 
as ſoon as poſſible. | 

Soon after the Conference was ended, Mr. Wel- 
ley authorized me to draw up, with the aſſiſtance 
of Mr. Clulow, all the leading parts of a deed, 


which ſhould anſwer the above-mentior.ed pArpores: 


This we did with much eare; and, as to my elf, 1 
can truly ſay, with fear and trembling, receiving 


Mr. Maddox's advice in reſpect to every ſtep we 


took, and laving the whole ultimately at Mr. Wef- 


ley's feet for his approbation. There remained 


nothing now but to inſert the names of thoſe who 
were to conſtitute the Conference. Mr. Weſley 


then declared, that he would limit the number to 
one hundred. This was indeed contrary to my 


very humble opinian; which was, that every 
preacher in full connexion ſhould be a member of 
the. Conference; and that admiſſion into full con- 


nexion ſhould be looked upon as admiſhon into 


memberſhip with the Conference: and I ſtill be 
lieve, 1t will be moſt for the glory of God, and the 
peace of our Zion, that the members of the Con- 


ference admit the other preachers who are in full 


connexion, and are preſent at the Conferences 


from time to time, to a full vote on all occaſions. 
However, of courſe, I ſubmitted to the ſuperi— 
or judgment and authority of Mr. Weſley. But 1 
do publicly avow, that I was not concerned in the 
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limitation of the number, or the ſelection of the 
hundred preachers who were nominated the mem-_ 


ders of che Conference. 


All things neceſſary being completed in the 
Court of Chancery according to law, I thought it 
my duty to ſend copies of the deed to all Aſſiſtauts 
of Circuits throughout Great Britain, and after - 
wards carried copies of it to Ireland. wy 


SECT. II. 


ration and Efabliſiment of the CONFERENCE of the 
People called Mxrnopis rs, enrolled in His Majeſty's 


High Court of Chancery, with Annotations. 


In atteftcd Copy of the Rev. Joux WESTE v's Decla- 


To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, JOHN 
WESLEY, late of LincoLn-CorLEe6s, oy tb 
but now of the City-Road, Loxpox, Clerk, ſend- 
eth greeting: d N 


\ A FHEREAS diverſe buildings commonly called 
Chapels, with a meſſuage and dwelling- 
| houſe, or other appurtenances to each of the ſame 


delonging, ſituate in various parts of Great Britain, 


have been given and conveyed, from time to time, 
by the ſaid John Weſley to certain perſons, and 
their heirs, in each of the ſaid gifts and conveyances 
named, which are enrolled in His —__ High 

Court of Chancery, upon the acknowledgement of 
the ſaid John Weſley, (purſuant to the act of par- 

liament in that caſe made and provided), urox 
Tus, that the truſtees in the ſaid ſeveral deeds 
reſpectively named, and the ſurvivors of them, and 
their heirs and aſſigns, and the truſtees for the time 
being to be elected, as in the ſaid deeds is appointed, 
ſhould permit and ſuffer the ſaid John Weſley, 2 
| | wen 


ſuch other perſon and perſons as he ſhould for that 


191 


purpoſe from time to time nominate and appoint, at 


all times during his life, at his will and pleaſure, to 


have and enjoy the free uſe and benefit of the ſaid 
premiſes, that he the ſaid John Weſley, and ſuch 


perſon or perſons as he ſhould nominate and ap- 


22 might therein preach and expound God's ho- 


KM 


Rl word: And upon further truſt, that the faid re- 
pective truſtees, and the ſurvivors of them, and 
their heirs and aſſigns, and the truſtees for the time 
being, ſhould permit and ſuffer Charles Weſley, 


brother of the ſaid John Weſley, and ſuch other 
perſon and perſons as the ſaid Charles Weſley ſhould 


for that purpoſe from time to time nominate and 
appoint, in like manner, during his life—To have, 


uſe, and enjoy the ſaid premiſes reſpectively for the 


like purpoſes aforeſaid: And after the deceaſe of 


the ſurvivor of them, the ſaid John Weſley and 
Charles Weſley, THEN UPON FURTHER TRUST, 
that the ſaid reſpective truſtees, and the ſurvivors 
of them, and their heirs and aſſigns, and the truſtees 
for the time being for ever, ſhould permit and ſuf- 
fer ſuch perſon and perſons, and for ſuch time and 
times as ſhould be appointed at the yearly Conference 
of the people called Methodiſts in London, Briſtol, or 


| Leeds, and no others, to have and enjoy the ſaid 


Premiſes for the purpoſes aforeſaid“: AND wHERE- 
As diverſe perſons have in like manner given or con- 
veyed many chapels, with meſſuages and dwelling- 
| houſes, or other appurtenances to the ſame belong- 


ing, 


* This is only a repetition of that part of the old Deed of Settlement 
which relates to the Truſt. Nor does this Deed alter the old mode 
of Settlement in any reſpect, but was merely deſigned to ſpecify 
V ho were then the members of the Conference, how the ſucceſſion 

ſhould be preſerve), and by what regulations the Conference ſhould 
be governed. | e Pn 5 
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ng, ſituate in various parts of Great Britain, and 
alſo in' Ireland, to certain truſtees in each of the 
| ſaid gifts and conveyances reſpectively named, uyox 
the like truſts, and for the ſame uſes and purpoſes 
as aforeſaid, (except only that in ſcme of the ſaid 
gifts and cgnveyances, no life-eſtate, or other in- 
tereſt, 1s therein or thereby given and reſerved to 
the ſaid Charles Weſley :) Ax D WwRHEREAs, for ren- 
dering effectual the truſts created by the ſaid ſeveral 
gifts or conveyances, and that no doubt or litigation 
may ariſe with reſpec unto the ſame, or interpreta- 
tion and true meaning thereof, it has been thought 
expedient by the ſaid John Weſley, on behalf of 
himſelf as donor of the ſeveral chapels, with the 
meſſuages, dwelling-houſes, or appurtenances be- 
fore mentioned, as of the donors of the ſaid other 
chapels, with the meſſuages, dwelling-houſes, or 
appurtenances to the ſame belonging, given or con- 
veyed to the like uſes and truſts, to explain the words 
yearly Conference of the people called Methodiſts, con- 
tained in all the ſaid truſt-deeds, and to declare 
what perſons are members of the ſaid Conference, 
and how the ſuccęſſion and identity thereof is to be 
continued: New therefore theſe preſents witneſs, that, 
tor accompliſhing the aforeſaid purpoſes, the ſaid 
John Wetley doth hereby declare, that the Confer- 
ence of the people called Methodiſts in London, 
Briſtol, or Leeds, ever ſince there hath been any 
yearly Conference of the ſaid people called Metho- 
diſts in any of the faid places, hath always hereto- 
fore conſiſted of the preachers and expounders of 
God's holy word, commonly called Methodiſt _ 
Preachers, in connexion with, and under the care 
of the ſaid John Welley, whom he hath thought 
expedient year after year to ſummons to meet him, 
in one or other of the ſaid places of London, Briſ- 
tol, or Lecds, to adviſe with them for the promo- 
N 5 | tion 


uſe and enjoyment of the 
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tion of the goſpel of Chriſt, to appoint the taid 
perſons ſo ſummoned, and the other preachers and 
expounders of God's holy word, alſo in connexion 
with and under the care of the ſaid John Weſley, 
not ſummoned to the ſaid yearly Conterence, to the 

ud chapels and premiſes 
ſo given and conveyed upon truſt for the ſaid John 
Weſley, and ſuch other perſon and perſons as he 
ſhould appoint during his life as aforeſaid, and for 
the expulſion of unworthy, and admiſhon of new 
perſons under his care, and into his connex1on, to 
be preachers and expounders as aforeſaid, and alſo 
of other perſons upon trial for the like purpoſes; 


the names of all which perſons ſo ſummoned by 


the ſaid John Weſley, the perſons appointed, with 
the chapels and premiſes to which they were ſo ap- 
pointed, together with the duration of ſuch appoint- 
ments, and of thoſe expelled or admitted into con- 


nexion, or upon trial, with all other matters tranſ- 
acted and done at the ſaid yearly Conference, have 


year by year been printed and publiſhed under the 


title of Minutes of Conference. And theſe preſents 
further witneſs, and the ſaid John Weſley doth here- - 
dy avouch and further declare, that the ſeveral per- 


ſons herein after-named, to wit, the ſaid John Wep- 
ley and Charles Weſley, Thomas Coke of the city of Lon- 


don, Doctor of Civil Law, James Creighton, of the | 


ſame place, Clerk, Thomas Tennant, of the ſame 
place, Thomas Rankin, of the ſame place, 7ofhua 
Kiyghley, of Seven Oaks, in the county of 


kin, of the ſame place, %%, Peſcod, of Bedford, 
Ariſfof her Watkins, of Northampton, 7% n Bar- 


, of the ſame place, Jen Broadbent, of Oxford, 


: Kent, James 

Hood, of Rocheſter, in the ſaid county of Kent, n 

Booth, of Colcheſter, Thomas Cooper, of the ſame place, 

| Richard Whatcoat, of Norwich, Jeremiah Brittel, 
of Lynn, in the county of Norfolk, Fonathan Pas- 
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fame place, Benjamin Rhodes, of Kighley, in the 


1 


Toſeph Cole, of the ſame place, Jonathan Couſens, 
of the city of Glouceſter, John Brittell, of the fame 


place, 7% Maſon, of Saliſbury, George Story, of 


the ſame place, Francis Wrigley, of St. Auſtell, in 
the county of Cornwall, William Green, of the ci- 


ty of Briſtol, 7% Moon, of Plymouth Dock, 


James Hall, of the fame place, James Thom, of St. 
Auſtell aforeſaid, Zo/eph Taylor, of Redruth in the 
taid county of Cornwall, William Hoftins, of Car- 


diff, Glamorganſhire, 7% Leech, of Brecon, Wil- 


liam Saunders, of the ſame place, Richard Rodda, 
of Birmingham, 7% Fenwick, of Burſlem, Staf- 
fordſhire, Thomas Hanby, of the ſame place, James 
Rogers, of Macclesfield, Samuel Bard/lcy, of the 
fame place, Jon Murlin, of Mancheſter, William 


Percival, of the ſame place, Duncan Wright, of the 
city of Cheſter, John Goodwin, of the ſame place, 
Parſon Greewwood, of Liverpool, Zachariah Ulall, 
of the ſame place, Thomas Vaſey, of the ſame place, 
 Foſeph Bradford, of Leiceſter, Jeremiah Roberiſtaad, 


of the ſame place, Wiljiam Myles, of Nottingham, 


| Thomas Longley, of Derby, Thomas Taylor, of Shef- 


field, William Simpſon, of the fame place, Thomas 


Carlill, of Grimſby, in the county of Lincoln, | 
Robert Scott, of the ſame place, Joſeph Harper, of 


the ſame place, Thomas Corbitt, of Gainſborough, 
in the ſaid county of Lincoln, James Ray, of the 
ſame place, William Thompſon, of Leeds, in the 
county of York, Robert Roberts, of the ſame place, 


Samuel Bradburn, of the ſame place, John Valton, 
of Birſtal, in the ſaid county, 70% Allen, of the 


ſame place, /aac Brovin, of the ſame place, Tho- 
mas Hanſon, of Huddersfield, in the ſaid county, 
John Shaw, of the fame place, Alexander Mather, 


of Bradford, in the ſaid county, Fo/eph Benſon, of 


Halifax in the faid county, William Dufton, of the 
ſaid 


E 31 
taid county, Join Eaſton, of Coln, iu the county 


of Lancaſter, Robert Cofterdine, of the ſame . 
Jaſper Robinſon, of the Iſle of Man, George Button, 


of the ſame place, John Pavnſon, of the city of 
York, Edward Jackſon, of Hull, Charles Atmore, 


of the ſaid city of York, Launcelot Harriſon, of 


Scarborough, George Shadford, of Hull aforeſaid, 
Barnabas Thomas, of the fame place, Thomas Bri/- 


coe, of Yarm, in the ſaid county of York, Chrifto- 


pher Peacock, of the ſame place, William Thom, of 


Whitby, in the ſaid county of York, Robert Hop- 
kins, of the ſame place, John Peacock, of Bernard- 


Caſtle, William Collins, of Sunderland, Thomas 


Dixon, of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, Chriffopher Hep- 


per, of the ſame place, William Boothby, of the ſame 
place, William Hunter, of Berwick upon Tweed, 
Joſeph Saunderſon, of Dundee, Scotland, William 
Warrener, of the ſame place, Duncan M*Allum, 
of Aberdeen, Scotland, Thomas Rutherford, of the 
city of Dublin, in the kingdom of Ireland, Daniel 
Juactſon, of the ſame place, Henry Moore, of the 

city of Cork, Ireland, Andrew Blair, of the ſame 
place, Richard Watkinſon, of Limerick, Ireland, 
Nehemiah Price, of Athlone, Ireland, Robert Lind- 
ſay, of Sligo, Ireland, George Brown, of Clones, 
Ireland, Thomas Barbor, of Charlemount, Ireland, 


Henry Fofter, of Belfaft, Ireland, and John Crook, 


of Liſburn, Ireland, gentlemen +, being preachers 


and expounders of God's holy word, under the 
care and in connexion with the ſaid John Weſley, 
have been, and now are, and do, on the day of the 


date 
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II ſhould have been glad to have informed you who have ceaſed 
to be members of the Conference, by death or otherwiſe, fince the 
appointment of the hundred as above, and alſo who have been cho- 


ſen to ſucceed them: but being at a great diſtance from the journals 
of the Conference, I have it not in my power. | | 
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date hereof, conſtitute the members of the ſaid Confer- 
ence, according to the true intent and meaning of the 
ſaid ſeveral gifts and conveyances, wherein the 
words Conference of the People called Methodiſts are 


mentioned and contained. And that the ſaid ſeve- 


ral perſons before- named, and their ſucceſſors for 
ever, to be choſen as herein after mentioned, are 


and ſhall for ever be conſtrued, taken, and be the 


Conference of the people called Method! i/ts. Nevertheleſs 
upon the terms, and ſubject to the regulations here- 
in after preſcribed, that is to ſay, 

Fit, That the members of the ſaid Conference, 


and their ſucceſſors for the time being for ever, ſhall 
afemble once in every year, at London, Briſtol, or 
Leeds, (except as after mentioned) for the purpoſes 


aforeſaid; and the time and place of holding every 
ſubſequent Conference ſhall be appointed at the pre- 
ceding one; ſave that the next Conference after 
the date hereof ſhall be holden at Leeds in Vork- 


ire, the laſt Tueſday in July next. 


Second, The act of the majority in number of the 
Conference aſſembled as aforeſaid ſhall be had, ta- 


| ken, and be the act of the whole Conference, to all 


intents, purpoſes, and conſtructions whatſoever. 
Third, That after the Conference ſhall be afſem- 


| bled as aforeſaid, they ſhall firſt proceed to fill up 


all the vacancies occaſioned by death, or abſence, as 


after mentioned. 


Fourth, No act * e ae died as 


: aforeſaid, ſhall be had, taken, or be the act of the 
Conference, until forty of the members thereof are 


aſl, embled, unleſs reduced under that number by 
| death 


* 


1 This ue wo to prevent any ſmall party of deſigning, 


men from executing clandeſtine meaſures, as does the regulation 
which obliges every Conference to fix, in the year preceding, the 
time of the in of the Conference | in the "or en WAG: 
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death ſince the prior Conference, or abſence, as 
after-mentioned; nor until all the vacancies occa- 
fioned by death.or abſence ſhall be filled up by the 


celection of new members of the Conference, ſo as 
to make up the number of one hundred, unleſs 


there be not a ſufficient number of perſons objects 
of ſuch election: And during the afſembly of the 
Conference there ſhall always be forty members 


_ preſent at the doing of any act, ſave as aforeſaid, 


or otherwiſe ſuch act ſhall be void. 
Fifth, The duration of the yearly aſſembly of the 


Conference ſhall not be leſs than five days, nor more 


than three weekst, and be concluded by the ap- 


pointment of the Conference, if under twenty- 
one days; or otherwiſe the concluſion thereof ſhall 
follow of courſe at the end of the ſaid twenty-one 


days; the whole of all which ſaid time of the aſ- 
ſembly of the Conference ſhall be had, taken, con- 


ſidered, and be the yearly Conference of the People 
called Methodiſts, and all ſuch acts of the Confe- 
rence during ſuch yearly aſſembly thereof ſhall be 
the acts of the Conference, and none others. | 


$:xth, Immediately after all the vacancies occa— 


ſioned by death or abſence are filled up by the elec- 


tion of new members as aforeſaid, the Conference 
ſhall chuſe a preſident and ſecretary of their aſſem- 
bly out of themſelves, who ſhall continue ſuch un- 


til the election of another preiident or ſecretary in 


the next or other ſubſequent Conference; -and the 


_ ſaid preſident ſhall have the privilege and power of 
two members in all acts of the Conference during 
his preſidency, and ſuch other powers, privileges, 


and 


| + Otherwiſe the Conference might continue to ſit till the circuits 
were materially injured by the abſence ot ſo many of the preachers.” 
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them to preſerve the body pure, 


E 46 1 


and authorities, as the Conference ſhall from time 


to time ſee fit to entruſt into his hands. 


Seventh, Any member of the Conference abſent- 
ing himſelf from the yearly aſſembly. thereof for two 
years ſucceſſively, without the conſent or diſpenſa- 
tion of the Conference, and being not preſent on the 
firſt day of the third yearly aſſembly thereof at the 


time and place appointed for the holding of the ſame, 


ſhall ceaſe to be a member of the Conterence from 


and after the ſaid firſt day of the ſaid third yearly 


aſſembly thereof, to all intents and purpoſes, as tho” 
he was naturally dead. But the Conference ſhall _ 
and may diſpenie with or conſent to the abſence of 


any member from any of the ſaid yearly aſſemblies, 


for any cauſe which the Conference may fee fit or 
neceſſary, and fuch member, whoſe abſence ſhall be 


ſo diſpenſed with, or conſented to by the Confer- 

ence, ſhall not by ſuch abſence ceaſe to be a mem- 
ber thereof. 1 5 F 
Eiglih, The Conference ſhall and may expe] 


and put out from being a member thereof, or from 


being in connexion therewith, or from being upon 
trial, any perſon member of the Conference, admit- _ 
ted into connexion, or upon trial, for any cauſe _ 
Which to the Conference may ſeem fit or neceſlary ; 
and every member of the Conference ſo expelled and 


put out ſhall ceaſe to be a member thereof to all 
intents and purpoſes, as though he was naturally 
dead. And the Conference, immediately after the 


expulſion of any member thereof as aforeſaid, ſhall 
ele another perſon to be a member of the Confer- 
ence in the ſtead of ſuch member ſo expelled. 

Vintl, The Conference ſhall and may admit in- 


to 


+ This is only the power which Mr. Weſley has ever exerciſed, _ 
and muſt be inveſted in the Conference after his deceaſe, to enable 


ſucce 


to do. 


1 


to connexion with them, or upon trial, auy perfon 
or perſons whom they ſhall approve, to be preach- 
ers and expounders of God's holy word, under the 
care and direction of the Conference, the name of 
every ſuch perſon or perſons ſo admitted into cou- 
nexion, or upon trial as aforeſaid, with the time 
and degrees of the admiſſion, being entered in the 


journals or minutes of the Conference, 


Tenth, No perſon ſhall be elected a member of 


the Conference, who hath not been admitted into 
connexion with the Conference as a preacher and 
_ 8xpounder of God's holy word, as aforeſaid, for 


twelve months. 


_ Eleventh, The Conference ſhall not, nor may no- 
minate or appoint any perfon to the uſe and enjoy- 
ment of, or to preach and expound God's holy 


word in, any of tlie chepels and premiſes ſo given 


or conveyed, or which may be given or conveyel. 


upon the Truſts aforeiaid, who is not either a 
member of the Conference, or admitted into con- 


nexion with the ſame, or upon trial, as aſoreſaid; 


nor * any perſon for more than three years 

ively to the uſe and enjoyment of any cha- 
pels and premiſes already given, or to be given or 
conveyed upon the Truſts aforeſaid, except or- 


dained miniſters of the church of England, _ 


Twelfth, That the Conference ſhall and ma ap- 
point the place of holding the yearly aſſembly there- 


of at any other city, town, or 12 than London, 


Briſtol, or Leeds, when it ſhall ſeem expedient ſo 


Thirteenth, And, for the convenience of the cha- 


pels and premiſes already, or which may hereafter 
be given or conveyed upon the Truſts aforeſaid, ſi- 
tuate in Ireland, or other parts out of the kingdom 


of Great Britain, the Conference ſhall and may, 
when and as often as it ſhall ſeem expedient, but 


| 
| 
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not otherwiſe, appoint and delegate any member or 
members of the Conference, with all or any of the 
powers, privileges, and advantages herein before 
contained or veſted in the Conference; and all and 


every the acts, admiſſions, expulſions, and appoint- 


ments whatſoe ver of ſuch member or members of 


the Conference ſo appointed and delegated as afore- 
ſaid, the ſame being put into writing, and ſigned 


by ſuch delegate or delegates, and entered in the 
journals or minutes of the Conference, and ſub- 


ſcribed, as after mentioned, ſhall be deemed, taken, 
and be, the acts, admiſſions, expulſions, and ap- 


pointments of the Conference, to all intents, con- 


ſtructions, and purpoſes whatſoever, from the re- 

ſpective times when the ſame ſhall be done by ſuch 
| delegate or delegates, notwithſtanding any thing 

herein contained to the contrary. „55 


Fourteenth, & All reſolutions and orders 3 


elections, admiſſions, expulſions, conſents, diſ- 
penſations, delegations, or appointments, and acts 


whatſoever of the Conference, ſhall be entered and 


written in the journals or minutes of the Confer- 
ence, which ſhall be kept for that purpoſe, publicly 
read, and then ſubſcribed by the Preſident and Se- 
cretary thereof for the time being, during the time 


ſuch Conference ſhall be aſſembled; and when fo 
entered and ſubſcribed, ſhall be had, taken, re. 


_ ceived, and be the acts of the Conference; and ſuch 


entry and ſubſcription, as aforeſaid, ſhall be had, ta- 


ken, received, and be evidence of all and every ſuch 
acts of the ſaid Conference, and of their ſaid dele- 
gates, without the aid of any other proof; and what- 


ever ſhall not be ſo entered and ſubſcribed, as afore- 


faid, ſhall not be had, taken, received, or be the 
act of the Conference: and the ſaid Preſident and 


Secretary 


— 
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FS This regulation is neceſſary, tor the preſervation of order. 
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Secretary are hereby required and obliged to enter 
and ſubſcribe as aforeſaid every act whatever of the 
Conference. 3 „5 
Laftly,* Whenever the ſaid Conference ſhall be 
reduced under the number of forty members, and 
continue ſo reduced for three yearly aſſembles 
thereof ſucceſſively, or whenever the members 
thereof ſhall decline or negle& to meet together 
annually for the purpoſes aforeſaid during the ſpace 
of three years, that then, and in either of the ſaid 
events, the Conference of the people called Me- 
thodiſts ſhall be extinguiſhed, and all the aforeſaid 
powers, privileges, and paddy =p ſhall ceaſe; 
and the Eid chapels and premiſes, and all other 
chapels and premiſes, which now are, or here- 
after may be ſettled, given, or conveyed, upon the 
truſts aforeſaid, ſhall veſt in the Truſtees for the 
time being of the ſaid chapels and premiſes reſpec- 
tively, and their ſucceſſors for ever; vPaN, TRUST 
that they, and the ſurvivors of them, and the Truſ- 
tees for the time being, do, ſhall, and may, appoint 
fuch perſon. and perſons to preach and expound. 
God's holy word therein, and to have the ule and 
_ enjoyment thereof for ſuch time, and in ſuch man- 
ner, as to them ſhall ſeem proper. 

+ Provided always, that nothing herein ane 

| . 85 ſhall 


* By this rule care is taken, as far as poſſible, that the chapels 
be ever applied to their original deſign, as places of divine worſhip, 
as it enacts, That the Truſtees reſpectively ſhall have full power to 
nominate preachers for the chapels for ever, if the members of the 
Conference ſo far neglect their duty, that forty of them be not 
aliembled for thre years ſucceſſtwely, at the uſual time of holding the 
Conference, and at the places appointed by the preceding Conferences, 

+ It would not have been reafonable that Mr. Weſley ſhould re- 
fign any of his powers during his life, who has been, under God, 
the father of the whole connexion. The word Iife-eftate, which 
has been exceedingly miſunderſtood by many, and which is a com- 
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ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to extin- 
iſh, leſſen, or abridge the life-eſtate of the ſaid 
Fab Weſley, and Charles Weſley, or (ithe of 
them, of and in any of the ſaid chapels. and preiniy- 
es, or any other chapels and premiſes wherein they 
the ſaid John Weſley, and Charles Weſley, or ei- 

ther of them, now have, or may have, any citatc 
or intereſt, power or authority whatſoever, IA «wit. 
neſs whereof the jos John Weſley Ja, Hero ito for 
his hand and ſeal, the twenty-eighth day of fes, af, 
in the twenty-fourth year of the reign of our Se 1 
Tord George the third, by the grace of Coil, of (rea: 
Britain, France, and Ireland, king, defender , the 
faith, and fo forth, and in the year of our Lord one 

thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, | 
1 JOHN Seal) WESLEY. 


Sealed and delivered (being firſt duly 
ſtamped) inthe preſence of 
WiIrrIAd CLvtow, 2yality-Coi t, 
__  Chancery-Lane, London. OD 
RichAxb Youxs, Clerk to the jaid 
1 William Clulow. 3 1 
The above is a true copy of the Original Deed, 
which is enrolled in Chancery and was therewith 
examined by us, ne” > 
„ WILLIAM CLULOW. 
RICHARD YOUNG. 
„ i -- SECT. 
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mon term in law, means no more than the exerciſe of all the powers 
during his life, Which had been already veſted in him by former 
deeds, or ſhould be by future deeds. It was not in his power te 
give himſelf any further rights or privileges in the chapels than 
thoſe which the Truft-deeds of each chapel reſpectively invefted him 
with. The clauſe amounts merely to a reſervation of his former 

| xg and not to an addition of any new right or privilege hat- 
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SECT. III. 


Of the Objection which the moſt judicious Friends Lave 
made to the preſent Mode of Settlement, and of the 
Plan of Reconciliation. 15 | 


\HE grand objection is this: 6c The Confer- 


ence will have, after the deceaſe of Mr. Weſ- 
ley, an abſolute power of appointing immoral or 


inſufficient men as our preachers, and we ſhall be 


under an abſolute neceſſity of receiving them, if 
ſuch power be exerciſed ; or of withdrawing our- 


ſelves from the ſociety of people whom we hold 
moſt dear, and from all thoſe bleſſed prudential 
means of grace which have been inſtituted among 
the Methodiſts, and in which we have been ſo fre- 


_ quently bleſſed : The being ſubject to this alterna- 
tive in all ſuch circumſtances, we eſteem a ſpiri- 
tual deſpotiſm.” | e | 


In anſwer to this, I muſt candidly grant the full 


force of your objection. I really believe, no men 


upon earth ſhould have ſuch abſolute authority in- 


_ veſted in them as to impoſe a preacher of immo- 


ral practices, or inſufficient abilities, upon you, with- 


out a full power of redreſs being inveſted in your- 
ſelves: And ſuch authority, whenever exerciſed, 
would neceſſarily defeat, more or leſs, the deſign 
of a goſpel miniſtry. Nor do I believe, that the 
power of excommunicating yourſelves from the ſo- 
cCiety of which you are members, would be any re- 
_ dreſs whatever; the remedy would probably be 
worſe than the diſeaſe. And I alſo grant, that ſuch 


authority 1s veſted in the Conference after- the de- 
ceaſe of Mr. Weſley by our common mode of ſet- 


_ tlement. | | | 5 
But how 15 this evil to be remedied, and at the 
ſame time the itinerant plan, which we all allow to 


be 


— 


5 according to ſuch ſummons, ſhall chuſe a preacher | 


(m1 


be of unſpeakable importance for the promoting of 


the kingdom of God, preſerved ? | 
Ianſwer, The following clauſe ſuperadded to our 


preſent mode of ſettlement would, I judge, give full 
ſatisfaction to your minds, and, at the ſame time, 


infringe in no degree on our important Itinerant 


Plan, viz. * If the majority of the Truſtees, Stew - 
ards, and Leaders of any ſociety, ſhall judge any 
preacher, ſent to them by the Conference, to be im- 


moral or inſufficient, ſuch majority ſhall have power 


to ſummon three neighbouring Affiſtants, and all 


the Truſtees, Stewards, and Leaders of their own cir- 


cuit, to meet them in their chapel on a fixed day and 
hour, (ſuthcient time being given) : And thoſe who 
meet according to ſuch ſummons ſhall examine into 
the allegations of the ſaid complaining Truſtees, 


| Stewards, and Leaders; and the majority of the 
Aſſiſtants, Truſtees, Stewards, and Leaders pre- 


tent, taken collectively, ſhall determine on the mo- 


rality or ſufficiency of the preacher. And if the 
ſaid majority ſhall judge the ſaid preacher to be im- 


moral, or to be inſufficient for his appointment, the 
ſaid preacher ſhall be conſidered as removed from 
that circuit: And one of the ſaid Aſſiſtants ſhall be 
appointed by the company preſent, or by the majo- 


_ rity of them, to inform the Preſident of the Con- 


ference for the time being, in writing, of ſuch their 


determination, and of the removal of the ſaid 


preacher : And if the ſaid Preſident ſhall not, with- 


in one month from ſuch determination of the ſaid 
meeting (all the above directions having been regu- 
larly fulfilled) ſupply the place of the ſaid removed 
preacher with another preacher, then the ſaid three 
Afliſtants, with all the Truſtees, Stewards, and 
Leaders of the ſaid Circuit, ſhall be again ſummon- 
ed as before, and the majority of them meeting 
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for the ſaid Circuit, inſtead of the removed Treach- 
er, till the enſuing Conference. And the ſaid 
three Aſſiſtants ſhall ſupply the vacant place of the 


removed preacher as well as they can, by them- 
ſelves, or other preachers, during the month en- 


| ſuing the aforeſaid removal, or till ſuch time as a 
preacher ſhall be appointed to fill up the place of 
the preacher removed.” =, | 


All the leading parts of this clauſe were agreed 
upon at a meeting of ſeveral of our: E | 


preachers, as intimated above, and I am perſuaded 


they muſt be ſufficient to ſatisfy every candid perſon 


that diſapproves of the powers given to the Confer- 


ence by the common mode of ſettlement, and is at 


the ſame time a friend to the Itinerant Plan, in re- 
ſpe to the grand objection mentioned above. And 
it is my ſincere wiſh, that he Conference paſs a 
minute after the deceaſe of that great and moſt uſe- 
ful man Mr. Weſley (whoſe deceaſe may heaven 
_ avert for many years), that all the ſocieties which 
have generouſly ſubmitted their preaching-houſes 
to the preſent mode of ſettlement, be entitled 


the ſame privileges as are given by the above- men- 


tioned clauſe to the chapels that ſhall be ſettled in 
future according to it. 


To this may be added, for the further ſatisfaction 


of the Truſtees, and with the utmoſt ſafety to the 
Itinerant Plan, a clauſe directing, that no Truſtee 
ſhall-be diveſted by the Aſſiſtant of his office with- 
out the conſent of the majority of the Truſtees his 
brethren in the Truſt; and alſo a clauſe, as intima- 
ted in the minutes of one of our late Conferences, 


inveſting the Truſtees, in caſe of debt, with a power 
of mortgaging the premiſes, or of ſelling them with- 


in a limited time, after notice given in writing to the 


_ Preſident of the Conference; uppoling their debt, 


or the debt for which they are ſecurity, be not paid 
within that limited time. For I ſee no reaſon 


why 
ne 
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the Truſtees who advance money, or are ſureties: 


for money advanced, on our chapels, ſhould not 


enjoy the ſame privileges which the laws give to all 


other mortgagees, 


I am conſcious, that the above-mentioned pro- 


pobals are founded on juſtice and truth; and, when 


am more at leiſure, may perhaps ſet forth their 


propriety, by a ſeries of what I believe to be moſt 


incontrovertible arguments drawn from ſcripture 
and reaſo n 
Suboxdinatelhy to the love of God, my heart is 
wrapt up in your intereſts, and my ſoul travails in 
birth for the perfect peace and union of our Zion. 


However I may, from time to time, have ſeen it 


mx duty to viſit diſtant countries, and may per- 
haps again; yet I feel my ſoul particularly united 


to you, and with you am determined to ſpend my 


life and ſtrength, as far as your intereſts require my 


* 


1 ſervices. I think I can appeal to the moſt 


igh, that I am willing, through his grace, to 


take up any croſs, and to go through honour. or 
diſhonour, good report or, evil report, ſo that 1 
may love him entirely, and be uſed by him in ren- 
dering you all the eſſential ſervices in my power. 


My deareſt Brethren, 


"Po 
your unworthy, 


7 it 
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but devoted ſervant 
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